History of 670™ Bombardment Squadron (L)
416™ Bombardment Group
February 5, 1943 — September 30, 1945



On 5 February 1943, the 670" Bombardment Squadron (L) was activated at Will
Rodgers Field, Oklahoma, together with other Squadrons of the 416™ Bombardment
Group (L), from the 46™ Bombardment Group (L). The parent organization of the 670"
Bombardment Squadron (L) was the 53" Bombardment Squadron (L), as the majority of
men within the original cadre were taken from the 53" Bombardment Squadron (L).
Many such men had been together in the association with their colleagues at Bowman
Field, Kentucky, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, at Blythe, California, and at Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.

Captain Raymond T. Schlanser assumed command on 15" of February 1943. He
had formerly been Operations Officer at the 51* Bombardment Squadron (L), and
pictures of his maneuvers with the armored forces at Blythe, California, received national
recognition by portrayal on the front cover of “News Week Magazine”, June 1942 issue.
Captain Schlanser was a resident of Cincinnati, Ohio, and a nephew of Colonel
Schlanser,MC, of the Regular Army.

1°' Lt. Maurice B. Sheridan was detailed Intelligence Officer; 2™ Lt. Earl M.
Singley was detailed Communications Officer; 2" Lt. Dana B. Horn was detailed
Armament, Supply and Transportation Officer; 2" Lt. Bernard P. Sweeney was detailed
Acting Adjutant and Group Statistical Officer; 2" Lt. Gerald L. McCurry was detailed
Engineering Officer; 2" Lt. John T.S. Morris was assigned and joined 26™ of February
1943 as Adjutant. Chemical Warfare and Statistical Officer, vice 2™ Lt. Bernard P.
Sweeney relieved. 2™ Lt’s Paul F. Curdy, Eugene S. Hulette, Robert J. Duthu, Elwin F.
Howard, and Richard C. Cromwell assumed the duties of Pilots, and were responsible for
their training to the parent organization.

On March 11", 1943, 1*' Lt. Donald J. Reichert was assigned and joined as
Squadron Surgeon.

The organization occupied the area and installations vacated by the 21*
Observation Squadron on its departure for Tullahome, Tennessee.

On the 10™ of April 1943, 2™ Lt’s Singley and Horn were transferred to the 417"
Bombardment Squadron (L), and 2" Lt’s Garrison, Markle, Nicolay, Simmons,
Stockwell, Scully, Seibert, Kamanitsky, Rudisill, Gaughan and Richards were added to
the organization as Pilots. 2™ Lt. Vernard V. Cummings joined as Supply Officer; 2™ Lt.
Daniel J. Nolan As Communications Officer; 2" Lt. William H. Maier as Ordinance
Officer; 2" Lt. William A. McDonald as Armament Officer; 2" Lt. Robert J. Kehres as
Ass’t Engineering Officer; 2" Lt. Eugene A. Nitz as Mess Officer and Special Services
Officer, and 2™ Lt. Richard C. Ott as Ass’t Transportation Officer.

On the 15" of May 1943, after the occurance of an airplane crash in a Lake near
Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma, Pvt. George F. Baldwin, Pvt. Bernard E. Elston, and Pvt.
Paul C. Wagner, exhibited heroic conduct, unselfish attitude and untiring effort in
recovering bodies of those in the accident, and received official commendation from
Colonel B. S. Thompson, Commanding Officer at Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma.



On the 15 of April 1943, 2™ Lt. Eugene S. Hulette, while on temporary duty in Amarillo,
Texas, on a training mission, was involved in an airplane accident with fatal results. His
loss to the organization was the cause of extreme grief to all who remembered him as an
energetic, resourceful, devoted and skillful pilot, as well as an emulable soldier.

In the month of April 1943 the organization reached full strength and was
launched on an operational training program. The program was scheduled with the 46"
Bombardment Group (L). Classes were conducted by the 46™ Bomb Gp in all the military
occupational specialties for which this organization had authorization, and was completed
the 1*" of June 1943,

On the 12" of February 1943, S/Sgt. Robert K. Riley returned from the European
Theatre of Operations and was assigned to this organization and joined. In compiling 25
operational missions in England and North Africa, S/Sgt. Riley was awarded the Air
Medal, 3 Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished Flying Cross. He was one of the most
outstanding of our gunners, and a great source of good moral and interesting information
at this early stage of the unit’s development.

On the 17 of March 1943, the procedure for the ceremonial parade of the 416"
Bombardment Group (L), had been drawn up by 2" Lt. Morris, and was put into practice
on successive Saturdays. The 416" Bomb Gp was honored by the presence of Brigadier
A.B. McDaniel, who reviewed the troops.

On the 2™ of May 1943 a program of monthly bivouacs and marches was put into
effect, and, in full field regalia, all personnel went into the field, messed, prepared
bivouac, and returned to area of cantonment.

On the 31 of May 1943, one Officer and 16 Enlisted Men departed by rail for
Lake Charles, LA, as advanced echelon. 2™ Lt. Paul F. Curdy, with his aides prepared the
way for the movement of the organization to Army Air Base, Lake Charles, LA.

Captain Raymond T. Schlanser, Commanding Officer, remained several days at
Oklahoma City to settle property records.

On the 3™ of June 1943, the ground echelon departed from Will Rogers Field
by rail, in a train of 18 cars, consisting of organization equipment cars, mess cars,
individual equipment cars and standard Pullmans. 1*' Lt. Donald J. Reichert was Train
Surgeon; 2" Lt Sydney A. Luria was Train Provost Marshal; 2" Lt. Charles C. Richards
was Train Quartermaster; 2" Lt. Louis M. Moos was Train Mess Officer; and 2™ Lt.
John T. Morris was Train Commander.

The Air Echelon departed from Will Rogers Field on the 4™ of June 1943. All
personnel heartily welcomed so pleasant a home at the Army Air Base at Lake Charles,
with flower gardens, good quarters and cordial hosts.



2" Lt. Paul F. Curdy was designated as Operations Officer; and 2™ Lt. Robert J.
Duthu as Ass’t Operations Officer, Oxygen Officer and Ground Air Support Party
Control Officer. Under the direction of Capt. Schlanser, Lt. Curdy, there began an active
program of the 2™ phase of operational training work. At this point the organization
received a vast increase in equipment, facilities, installations, transportation, and in
maintenance facilities for aircraft. An entire airplane hanger was granted the four
Squadrons of the 416™ Bomb Group and shortly after an additional hanger was available;
this organization then occupied the same hangar with the 668" Bomb Sgq. (L).

At approximately the 10™ of June 1943, the approval
of the War Department was secured for the Squadron
insignia, and on the fuselage of all aircraft appeared this
distinctive insignia.

On the 25 of June 1943, in a tragic airplane accident
in which 6 men were fatally injured, the 670" Bomb Sq. (L)
was deprived of 1 Officer and 3 Enlisted Men. Two planes locking wings in mid-air was
the cause of the loss to this Squadron of Lt. Curdy, S/Sgt. Wentling, Sgt. Zelley and Pvt.
Riley. The accident occurred near DeRidder, Louisiana, while on a training mission.

Another crash claimed another Squadron pilot, when, on the 4™ of July 1943, Lt.
Scully was killed when his plane crashed near the city of Lake Charles, LA, while on a
training mission.

On the 11" of July 1943, Captain Finlay MacGillivray assumed command of the
squadron, vice Capt. Schlanser relieved. Capt. Schlanser departed from Lake Charles for
Army Air Base, Roswell, New Mexico, with 10 other officers; Lt’s Cromwell, Garrison,
Kamenitsky, Kerr, Mailman, Markle,Nicolay, Rudisill, Siebert, and Simmons. Captain
MacGillivray had returned to the states after seeing action in the South Pacific. Captain

William Beck, also returned from the South Pacific, assumed the duties of Operations
Officer.

After the 1% of June 1943, the 670" Bomb Sq. (L) had assumed the character of a
Replacement Training Unit, and there began an influx of surplus personnel. Concurrently
there developed a larger training program and schedule. Newly assigned flying personnel
and newly assigned enlisted personnel were directed to undergo 2 weeks preliminary
training in addition to their eventual operational training phase. A limited number of
qualified check pilots and supervised personnel worked unceasingly to fit combat crews
for their ultimate stage, idiosyncrasies of the aircraft, in code procedures, in the
mechanics of radio, in the mechanical characteristics of the Boston and in the accurate
use of Armament.

On the 1* of July 1943, Lt. Cummings was designated as Adjutant, and Lt. Morris
was designated as Executive Officer. On the 3™ of July, 2™ Lt. Phillip G. Ferrere was
assigned and joined the organization as Assistant Adjutant.



August began with the activation of the 418" Bombardment Group (L) at Lake
Charles, LA, which drew its personnel from the 416™ Bombardment Group (L). On the
12™ of August 1943, 14 officers and 47 enlisted men were transferred to the new group.

Thus the squadron began its short but hectic existence as a parent organization,
which included rapid training and turnover of personnel. The many daily problems in
organization and administration were effectively solved. The task of building up an
organization and then tearing it down again for a new cadre was not a pleasant one. It was
often necessary to transfer a key man out of the organization, after he had worked to help
build the squadron. There existed during this period a feeling of insecurity and even
futility. However, there was a job to do and as is typical, the squadron approached it with
determination.

During this period the training progressed along a well-planned course, including
Saturday parades, daily physical training, chemical warfare, small arms, first aid and
sanitation, etc, in addition to the actual operational training of crews for combat.

On the 27" of August the squadron participated in a march and bivouac to an area
approximately six miles from the base. Strafing attacks, gas attacks, both actual and
simulated, added considerably to the problem.

Recreational activities and athletic events continued. In the Group field days, on
the 23", 24" and 25™, the 670™ Squadron emerged victors by a large margin, and took
possession of the Group Athletic trophy. 2™ Lt. Arnold Harrison joined the organization
on August 28" and were detailed. Supply Officer and Mess Officer respectively.



September — 1943

The month of September brought many drastic changes in personnel and squadron
duty assignments, which were to greatly influence the history of the organization. On
September 3", 66 enlisted men received promotions in grade per par 7, SO 117, Hg.,
416™ Bomb Gp (L).

We had been waiting for the news, which came on the 7" of September. The
group was changed from an operational training unit to a tactical unit. With this came the
immediate de-activation of the 418" Bomb Gp. Resulting in the return of old friends into
the already over-burdened facilities of the squadron. Now began the task of selecting
personnel and paring the squadron down to fighting strength of thirty-six officers and two
hundred and sixty-two enlisted men, the then existing strength of thirty-eight officers and
four hundred and sixty-two enlisted men.

2" Lts Paul G. Atkinson, William J. Greene and Daniel F. Shea, West Point
graduates, joined the squadron as twin-engine pilots on the 8" of September.

Also September began the long line of inspections from many higher
headquarters. (/][] Bomber Command and 56™ Bombardment Wing inspections early in
the month found the squadron satisfactory, which was a noteworthy accomplishment in
view of the confusion of rapidly changing personnel. Training continued with added
schools and courses including a Bombardment-Navigator School, Intelligence School,
Armament and Ordnance School and Communications School. Low altitude missions and
interception problems occupied much of the combat crews training time.

On the 11™ of September, 2™ Lt. Herman C. Jones and 2™ Lt. Ralph Conte joined
the squadron from Army Air Forces Bombardier School at Carlsbad, New Mexico. Two
more West Point graduates joined the squadron when 2" Lts. Frank J. Harrold and
Robert J. Rooney reported for duty as twin-engine pilots. 1* Lt. Lowell Geffinger and 1*
Lt. Clifford E. Hogue joined our organization on the 16™ of September. Lt. Geffinger was
detailed Squadron Adjutant, and Lt. Hogue was detailed Squadron Armament Officer. On
the same date 1** Lt. Duthu, a member of the original cadre of this organization, who
served elsewhere for a period, rejoined the squadron from the 671* Squadron. Also from
the 671* Squadron came 1* Lt. James S. Abbott [1[][] , who was detailed Squadron
Ordnance Officer.

The hurricane scare of September 16" is an event, which will be remembered, as
part of the history of the squadron, for it was the first taste of operation during an actual
emergency. All flyable aircraft took off immediately for Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma,
where training continued at the normal rate. The remaining planes were jammed into the
squadron hanger. Alert teams were on duty constantly for a period of approximately 24
hours, after which word was received that the hurricane warnings were discontinued and
operations were brought back to normal.



The personnel picture of the squadron was ever changing with a constant
jockeying of enlisted men and officers. Needed skilled replacements for certain jobs
filtered in, while numerous overages were dispatched to other replacement units.

2" Lts. Arthur W. Nordstrom and Joseph C. Crispino joined the ranks of

squadron pilots on the 24™ of September. The month ended with a strength of 462
enlisted me and 38 officers.



October — 1943

Though the previous month had seen changes wrought in the personnel of the
organization, October was to witness the greatest mass movement of strength to date.

On October 6" the organization received a taste of days to come when we
departed by truck convoy from our Lake Charles base for the bivouac area at Gillis
Airport. Seventy-five miles travel was involved in the round trip. Camouflage tactics
were stressed on the bivouac, as bombing and strafing missions from the home base were
“on the menu”.

October 14" was the first mass transfer of personnel when 92 enlisted men were
transferred to the 411™ Bomb Group at Florence, South Caroline, the successor to our
previous status as a replacement unit. The next day, October 15", 89 more enlisted men
were transferred to the 411™ Bomb Group, completing two days of hectic shipping
activity.

The task of seeing that all men received furloughs was resumed on the 15™ of
October. This was saddened by the death of a long-time member of the organization, Pvt.

Arthur J. Vienneau, who was killed after parachuting from a plane while on a routine
flight.

Death struck again in our ranks, when on the 19" the aircraft piloted by 1*' Lt.
Duthu undershot the field in smoky and foggy weather and crashed during a training
flight over Lake Charles. 2™ Lt. Herman C. Jones, Bombardier/Navigator, Lost his life in
this crash. Lt. Jones’ pleasant personality, willing cooperation and untiring efforts made
him an officer liked by all who knew him. His loss was a great one. Lt. Duthu and S/Sgt.
Robert E. Lee, gunner, were badly injured, but recovered. The injuries to Lt. Duthu
brought about his transfer to the LaGarde General Hospital.

The Base football team, to which the 670™ Squadron contributed two big stars,
Sgt. Robert N. Snyder and Sgt. Paul D. Cookingham, chalked up a series of victories over
neighboring field teams.

52 enlisted men were promoted in grade on the 27" of October per par 2, SO 162
Hgq. 416 Bomb Group. 2™ Lt. Francis H. Bursiel, Bombardier/Navigator, Joined this
organization from the 411" Bomb Group on October 30"

Word was received on October 30" that our group was to be transferred to Army
Air Base, Laurel, Mississippi. Everything was to be packed and ready to move by the
next day. Feverish activity completed the job at the desired time. The many transfers of
personnel in the middle of the month had reduced the strength of the organization to 251
enlisted men and 41 officers.



November — 1943

At 0400, on the cold, foggy morning of November 1%, the organization departed
from Lake Charles as part of a 99-truck convoy. 1 It. Morris was convoy commander.
After a steady 345 mile trip the convoy reached our new home, Laurel, Mississippi, at
1915 that evening. Bunks were wearily sought as the first and only activity at our new
site.

The following day was devoted to setting up various sections to be ready for the
program of intensive training ahead. The training was not long in the beginning. That
same day combat crews and ground personnel were sent of detached service to Pollack,
Louisiana to participate in maneuvers, which provided excellent and interesting training
for our combat crews.

On the 5™ of November the squadron received another major change when Capt.
William J. Meng was assigned from the 416™ bombardment Group Headquarters to
assume command, relieving Capt. MacGillivray as Commanding Officer.

Capt. Meng had come into the Group in July 1943, as Asst. Ground-Air Support
Officer, after having spent over two years in the Canal Zone and Caribbean area. While
in the Caribbean area he was with the 59" Bombardment Squadron, which played a major
role in the successful anti-submarine campaign in that area.

Five pilots, one bombardier/navigator, six gunners, and one radio operator and
one mechanic took off on the morning of the 6" of November as part of a group of 18 A-
20’s to participate in a two-week demonstration tour. This group included
Capt.MacGillivray, Lt. Greene, Lt. Crispino, Lt. Hillerman, Lt. Gruetzemacher, Lt.
Powell, S/Sgt. Kidd, S/Sgt. Conopask, S/Sgt. Riley, S/Sgt. Donahue, S/Sgt. Stobert, Sgt.
F. P. Glynn, Sgt. Bodiford, and S/Sgt. R. J. Snyder. The tour covered various army
camps, including Ft. Benning, Ft. Sill, Ft. Riley and Camp Hood.

On the 9" of November the squadron broke camp and left the cantonment area to
travel across the field to a bivouac area. Here the organization lived and worked under
field conditions for a period of one week. Regular operation of the squadron and training
continued at its usual pace in the field, under conditions such as might be expected some
day overseas. Lt. Heafey and S/Sgt. Payton, with the help of their mess personnel, set up
an excellent field mess, which, because of their untiring efforts, was most successful. The
high point of this success came one noon meal when ice cream was served. The results of
this field exercise were gratifying, both from a training standpoint and also as a test of
our ability to operate with very limited facilities. It was felt that every department, both
technical and administrative, benefited greatly from this field exercise. The compactness
of the unit at this location made administration a simple matter, and routine training of
personnel in chemical warfare, care and use of small arms, first aid and sanitation, etc,
was carried out daily.



On the 16™ of November return was made to the cantonment area, with the
exception of the technical sections. The Engineering, Operations, Communications,
Intelligence, Armament, and Ordnance sections continued to operate in the bivouac area,
which, by this time was found to be an ideal location.

Under the capable and inspiring leadership of Capt. Meng and squadron pitched
in and worked hard to achieve our goal of readiness. Training continued to roll along at a
fast pace. Convoy driving tests were given; chemical warfare and first aid classes were
attended. Aircrews continued to go on detached service for maneuvers. Lt. Nolan’s
section set up a squadron communication system with the installation of field telephones,
and the initiation of a code system, which, was accepted with surprising interest.

Furloughs and leaves were resumed on the 20" of November, after having been
suspended since our move to Laurel.

The latter part of the month seemed to be devoted to inspections from higher
headquarters. On the 25" the organization was restricted to get ready for the inspections
and a move, and given two days for preparation. After two twenty-four hour stretches of
almost constant work we were ready, but plenty tired.

Thanksgiving Day almost slipped past unnoticed in all the activity. However, a
delicious feast was prepared by our hard-working cooks, and the seasonal turkey was
consumed with gusto at an elaborate dinner, to which many brought their wives and
friends.

During the latter part of the month our training took a very definite trend toward
medium altitude operations, which was something of a change for our combat crews, who
had been devoting the greater part of their attention to low-level bombing. Bad weather
cut down the actual number of missions considerably.

The end of the month for the strength of the organization down to 277 enlisted
men and 37 officers. 2" Lt. Geffinger and 2™ Lt. Nolan had been promoted to 1 Lt. On
the 19™ of November, and 2™ Lt. Rudisill received his promotion to 1 Lt. the 27" of
November.
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December — 1943

“ When will we get our overseas movement orders?”” That was the question on
everyone’s mind as we eagerly plunged into December. Training continued at an
unabated pace. The day seemed nearer when the POM inspection arrived on the 16" of
December and we were pronounced ready!! 2™ Lts. Thomas J. Leonard and Leonard R.
McBride, pilots, joined us from the 669™ Squadron on the 2™ day of the month. Lts.
Atkinson, Rooney, Greene, Shea and Harrold received promotions to 1% Lt.

After being pronounced ready for shipment, the middle of the month saw us again
begin to cut down our strength to T/O authorization, with shipments of men to the 46"
and 411" Bomb Groups.

Movement orders dated the 23™ of December directed that the unit leave for
Camp Shanks, New York, so as to arrive by the 3™ of January 1944

Christmas day came as a break in all the rushed preparations. Though it was
unlike any other Christmas ever spent, with overseas shipments ahead, it still maintained
that traditional American spirit. The mess personnel again served a delicious turkey
dinner, which did wonders in bolstering morale and adding to the holiday mood. Wives
and friends were invited to help celebrate the occasion.

The next day found us all back at the job of packing and crating. Supplies were
turned in, records turned over to the base, and a last minute rush was made to the Base
Medical Board for re-examination of all personnel.

Restriction came on the 28" and officers and enlisted men were limited to the
confines of the base. No visitors could be received and no telephone calls could be made
off the base. Families of the men started their homeward trek as the men kissed the girls
goodbye. Anticipation of things to come kept spirits high.

On December 29" we were joined by 2" Lt. William L. Green, who came to us as
a Ground Operations Officer from the Base Detachment at Laurel, Mississippi, and on
the same day we lost one of our most familiar and pleasant faces — that of Lt. Johnny
Gaughan, who left us with the hope of getting back on flying status.

New Years Eve was spent on the base. Although it was the first New Years Eve
most of us ever had to spend ““ under restriction,” it turned out a merry one. Following a
demonstration of each squadron’s theatrical talent in a group review, the Mess Hall was
turned into a beer garden for the evening, and with officers and enlisted men toasting
each other, and things to come, merriment rang out in song and in comradeship. Cpl.
Wilkinson put on a demonstration “strip tease”” and wound up by depositing one of his
garments in the lap of Colonel Mace who visited the party and had a good time with his
men. It was a successful ring down on the curtain of 1943, for 261 enlisted men and 36
officers.
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January — 1944

New Years Day brought the long awaited move. After making last minute
preparations, 261 enlisted men and 36 officers wearily staggered under the load of
baggage, field packs and arms, and boarded the train. At 1330, to the tunes of the Laurel
Army Air Base military band and waving females, the organization departed by rail for
Camp Shanks, New York. A makeshift Orderly Room was set up in Captain Meng’s
compartment where “business as usual” was carried on. Here last minute reports were
prepared, final checks made of records, and plans made for work, which, we know would
greet us at the staging area.

For three days there followed nothing but card games and marches through the
cars to the kitchen car for chow, while the train followed a cross-country route getting to
New York. At 0300, the 4™ of January, we stepped off the train at Camp Shanks to be
greeted by a snow blizzard. To those of our organization seeing snow for the first time, it
was a rude initiation. By the time a long hike up hill and a wait for assignment to quarters
had been completed, all felt that if it were the last snow they saw, it would be a good
deal.

The next morning the men awoke to start one of the busiest, most exciting months
thus far of their lives. For the organization it was the most important- the start of a long
awaited trip to combat. Busy as things were with showdown after showdown,
examination after examination, lectures, training hikes, abandon ship drills, gas chambers
etc, there was opportunity for relaxation in the issuing of 12 hour passes to New York, or
“Manhattan in 10 easy lessons”. The boys from the west and south got their taste of the
bright lights, shopping for odds and ends, and last, but not least, the bars and night clubs.

Through cold and snow the staging area days drew to a close. Lt. Morris brought
a fur cap to ease the formation of ice on his wing flaps. Many saw their wives,
sweethearts and families for the last time before sailing. The mud supply department
drafted help, and galoshes were issued just as the weather cleared. On January 17" passes
were suddenly halted and we were alerted. Then began a life of escorting. Staging area
regulations demanded that enlisted men have an escort to go to chow, to go to the PX, to
go to the movies, and a pass to get to headquarters. Never were they so well escorted
their lives. We received our first taste of censorship of mailing during this period, and the
officers found themselves pondering the problem of how much Sgt So and so could say
to his wife about what he was doing. Then and there they learned how much GI mail is
written per night, much to their sorrow.

At 1700, the 17™ of January, the squadron departed from Camp Shanks for
overseas. With full packs on our backs and under cover of night we marched to the
railhead and boarded a train. It was a proud and determined outfit, ready and anxious to
get into the fight. We were trained and prepared for what might come. Many thoughts
were going through our minds during that march to the train. Behind us were months and
months of constant hard work and preparation, not without a few heartbreaks and
disappointments.
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We were thinking of the work behind us, and the jobs before us. We were
thinking of that first day we found ourselves in the army — the technical schools — the
basic, primary and advanced flying schools. Some of us thought about West Point. Some
of us thought about how different this was from previous trips overseas. A few of us
recalled the fun in New York City. A few of us thought about the weather. All of us
thought about the folks at home.

At Weehawken, New Jersey, we were transferred to a ferryboat and began our
“sea trip”. At the pier, before boarding ship, we were treated to coffee and doughnuts by
the American Red Cross — the last good American coffee and doughnuts we were to see.
At 2300, 262 enlisted men and 36 officers boarded the SS “Colombe”, a French Liner.
There was no thought for much but sleep then.

At 1230 on January 18", the SS “Colombe” sailed from her berth and though all
were below deck, there was many an eye visualizing the passing of the familiar Statue of
Liberty as we drew away from the USA. All rumors, all joking about overseas were now
at an end. At 1400, Ambrose Light was passed and we were on the high seas.

Thus began 10 days aboard ship, the first time for most of the men. Ten days of
card games, long mess lines, two meals a day, seasickness for some, health and color for
others. Excellent food was served during the voyage.

The thrill of the huge battle armada protecting us was a sight never to be
forgotten. But not enough to still the ever present rumors about U-Boat attacks.

Daily gunnery practice provided excitement and never failed to bring a large
audience out on deck. It was comforting to see and hear the battleships, aircraft carriers,
cruisers, corvettes, destroyers, and even the troop ships themselves, testing their guns.
We were well protected.

Amateur navigators from the squadron had us all the way down to Puerto Rico
when we were opposite Newfoundland. Lts. Luria and Morris tried out their French on
the crew with doubtful results.

Finally on the 28" land was in sight and the landlubber hugged the rail, happy to
see the green grass growing on the Scottish hillsides. We arrived at Gourock, Scotland,
and remained anchored overnight. On the 29" we weighed anchor, passed up the River
Clyde and docked at Glasgow where we remained aboard ship while the vessel was tied
up at docks. The men amused themselves by tossing apples, coins and flattery at the
Scottish belles on the pier. On the 31* one half of the Squadron (120 enlisted men and 18
officers) debarked, boarded an unforgettable English train, and departed at 2200 for
Station # 170.
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February — 1944

At 0200, the 1* of February, the remainder of the squadron debarked and
entrained to join the previously departed. Later that same day the squadron united and
encamped at Station 170, Wethersfield, Essex, England. All were surprised at the
accommodations awaiting us. To day the least the Nissen hutments were novel.

And thus begins the main chapter in our history — the story of the accomplishment
of our mission. After getting living quarters set up, working sections situated, we began
to “sweat out” the arrival of planes, and our actual participation in combat missions. It
was not to be too long a wait. Capt. Meng’s spirit was transferred to the members of his
command. Each pilot, bombardier and gunner wanted to be in on the first mission, the
first to go over enemy territory. But the honor went where it was most deserving, to our
Squadron Commander, who went as an observer with a neighboring unit. Waiting for our
actual operations to begin, we settled down and became acclimated to the new territory
around us.

The fourth day here brought our first experience with an air raid, which crowded
the air raid shelters, though our base was not attacked. The raids grew more frequent as
the Nazi “little blitz” got under way.

Passes soon opened up the chance to observe our English neighbor, to partake of
their customs, and to get used to their money system. With bravado, no longer did our
GI’s hold out their hands full of coins, and let the proprietor pick his bill, but bravely they
tried to count the correct amount. 48 hour passes to London became the rage, even
though air raids there caused some disruption; as three of our men, Sgt. Ley, Sgt.
Hawkins, and Cpl. Wilkinson found out, when the Pub in which they were sitting blew up
in their faces. For those three, air raids took on a new meaning.

It took time for the jeeps to accustom themselves to riding on the left hand side of
the road. Bicycles became the principal means of transportation on the base when the
squadron got its quota of British bikes. Collisions were plentiful the first few days, as
many were not familiar with the care and use of the British type hand brake. We were
introduced to rationing on a large scale for the first time. Coal and baths were rationed.
Candy, cigarettes, supplies, water, heat and even sunlight, it seemed, were rationed. Fog,
rain and more fog were plentiful.

New decorations sprouted on blouses as the ETO ribbons were issued, signifying
service in the European Theatre of Operations. Men also received the new issue of Good
Conduct Medals.

During the month Capt. Sheridan and Lt. Luria attended numerous intelligence
schools throughout England. Lt’s Hogue and Abbott took many trips to neighboring
fields in search of knowledge and experience useful to the squadron. Enlisted men were
sent to Radio schools, anti gas schools, and aircraft recognition schools.
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Numerous changes in the administrative operation of the 416™ Bombardment
Group changed the squadron picture slightly. Intelligence, Operations, Communications
and some of the Personnel work was to be operated on a group rather than a squadron
basis. Lt. Nolan was given the additional duty of Group Signal Operations Officer. Lt.
Hogue was given the additional duty of Group Bombsight Maintenance Officer. Lt.
Norris was appointed Station Courts and Boards Officer. Lt. W.L. Green became the
Officer in charge of Synthetic Training Devices for the Group. Statistical and payroll
work were consolidated in the Group Personnel section.

On the 13" of February 2" Lt. Arthur L. Herbitter joined the squadron and was
detailed Asst. Squadron Armament Officer.

Lt W.L.Green received his orders on the 18" of February promoting him to 1% Lt.
1** Lt. Morris was promoted to Captain on the 25 of February, and Lt. Harrison received
his promotion to 1* Lt. On the same date.

On the 23" of February, Capt. Zean R. Moore, 1% Lt. Gerald M. McNulty, and 2™
Lt. Neil G. Brown, Pilots, joined the squadron from the 153™ Liason Squadron. These
three officers came to us after having considerable combat experience in the ETO. Capt.
Moore had been with the Royal Canadian Air Force, and Lt. McNulty with the Royal Air
Force before coming into the United States Army Air Forces.

The strength of the unit at the end of the month consisted of 261 enlisted men and
40 officers.
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March — 1944

On March 4™ came the excitement of getting the first mission prepared. Morale
was at a high pitch. This was it! The following ten crews took off on our first visit over
enemy territory to attack the Bernay-St Martin airfield:

Pilot Bombardier/Navigator Gunners

Capt. Meng Lt. Powell S/Sgt. Stobert — Sgt. Glynn, FP
Lt. Hulse Lt. Conte S/Sgt. Donahue — Sgt. Brayn
Lt. Crispino S/Sgt. Walsh — S/Sgt. Conopask
Lt. Greene,W.J. Sgt. Ochaba — Sgt. Colbert

Lt. Shea S/Sgt. Lee — Sgt. Falk

Lt. Monroe S/Sgt. Kidd — S/Sgt. Risko

Lt. Ostrander S/Sgt. Wilson — Sgt. Binney
Lt. Rooney Sgt. McCleary — Sgt. DiNapoli
Lt. Nordstrom Sgt. Miller — S/Sgt. Gossett

Lt. Hillerman S/Sgt. Frielob — Sgt. Eutaler

(Sgt. Palmer, Sgt. P.F. Glynn, and Cpl.
Swafford flew with pilots of other
Squadrons on this mission).

Due to weather conditions no attack was made and no bombs were dropped. This
mission almost proved a costly one to us. Lt. Ostrander’s ship, with S/Sgt. Wilson and
Sgt. Binney aboard, came back with hydraulic system out of order. The landing gear
would not lower and there was a full load of bombs aboard. After unsuccessful attempts
to bring the wheels down the decision was reached to ditch the plane in the English
Channel. To make matters a little more complicated, Sgt. Binney’s chute had opened in
the plane. The interphone was out so Lt. Ostrander was not aware of the situation. S/Sgt.
Wilson gathered the open chute in his arms, booted Sgt. Binney out the gunners hatch,
and threw the chute out after him. After this he also jumped. Lt. Ostrander then headed
out over the Channel, and when he was sure the ship would go into the sea he jumped.
While floating down he watched his airplane use up the last of its fuel and dive into the
water. He hit the water and remained there only three minutes before the air-sea rescue
boat picked him up. S/Sgt. Wilson and Sgt. Binney came down at Ipswich. When Wilson
came down in a field near the town a group of small English boys ran up to him yelling
“Hi Yank, got any gum!. This, as S/Sgt. Wilson expressed it, “was the last straw”

Capt. Meng received a well-deserved promotion on March 6™, when he received
his orders and became Major Meng.
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On March 7™, six of our crews again took off to attack Conches airdrome, with Bernay-St
Martin airfield as a secondary target. Results of bombing on the primary target were rated
fair. Because of mechanical difficulties in the bomb release mechanism, five aircraft
failed to bomb.

The squadron lost one of its old friends on March 11"™ when Lt. Arnold Harrison
was transferred to the 668™ Bombardment Squadron to become their Engineering Officer.
At the same time 1% Lt. John E. Easterwood joined and became Squadron Personal
Equipment Officer.

Lts Morris, Jackson and Hulse were promoted to Captain on March 15"

The 18™ brought a mission to attack Vacqueriette Noball, with poor results due to
a premature release of bombs. One of our crews took part in this mission.

The following day, the 19™ of March, eleven crews took part in an attack on the
Wisques Noball site. During this attack, Lt. Powell, bombardier, suffered minor flak
wounds received over the target, and became the first 670™ Bomb Squadron combat
casualty, for which he was awarded the Purple Heart.

Again on the 20" five of our crews took part in an attack on a Noball target. This
time it was the Tournehem site.

On the 23" of March the target was the Mondidier airdrome. We had four crews
on this mission.

Excellent results were obtained when six of our crews participated in the March
26™ attack on the Vacqueriette Noball site.

So, as the bombardiers and pilots began to hit their targets with increasing
success, we knew we had what it takes. During the month we completed 51 sorties over
enemy occupied Europe, with the loss of but one plane and no loss of personnel.

Three official commendations were received on the 29" of March for excellent
work of the members of the squadron. Major Meng, Capt. Morris, and Lt. Heafey

received letters.

The month ended with the arrival of 2™ Lt. Jackson C. Sewell, twin-engine pilot.
Strength as of the 31" of March was 41 officers and 268 enlisted men.
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April — 1944

With the first month of actual combat behind us, the entire squadron looked into
April with great expectations. The fist day brought god news to some of the enlisted men
when twenty-five were promoted in grade per Par 1, SO 43.

Missions during the early part of the month were scarce due to a run of
unfavorable weather. It was April 10™ before our crews resumed their action against
enemy installations in Europe. On that date 18 sorties were flown in two missions. In
addition Capt. Jackson, Lt. Shea, Lt. Atkinson, S/Sgts Evans, Bonamo, Lee and Sgts.
Swafford, Glynn P.F. and Falk were dispatched on a special “Window” mission in
support of B-26 groups, which were highly successful. The first regular mission of that
day, in which we had ten crews of the 670" participating, was an attack on the Bois des
Huit Rues Noball site. Severe flak resistance was experienced over the target, and S/Sgt.
Griffin became the first enlisted man to suffer flak wounds. The wounds were minor, and
S/Sgt. Griffin received the Purple Heart. The second regular mission of the day was an
attack on the Linghem Noball site, in which nine of our crews took part. So, after a very
busy day we found our ground crews working far into the night to repair the battle
damage experienced.

Major Meng lead the mission of April 11™, which was an attack on two Noball
targets — Bonnieres and Beavoir. Nice of our crew participated in the attack and the
results were rated as “Good”. On this mission a shell burst 15 — 20 feet below the front of
Lt. McGlohns’ airplane while near the target. The left tachometer, the left manifold
pressure gauge and the airspeed indicator were shot out. Lt. McGlohn was injured in the
left knee by pieces of flak, and pieces of his instrument panel. There were about 30 holes
in his aircraft. Lt. McGlohn stayed in formation until a descent through the overcast was
started over England. Due to the lack of instruments and the fact that he could not keep a
good formation because of his injury, he left the formation and circled until he found a
hole in the clouds. He descended safely. Due to the fact that his radio was out he could
not contact his gunners to tell them of his plight. However, he had their confidence and
they remained with him. Lt. McGlohn safely landed at Nuthemstead, England. He learned
on landing that his right tire was blown. This necessitated using the left brake with his
wounded left knee. However, he was able to keep the aircraft straight on the runway until
the last moment when he swerved off the runway to the right. By skillful landing under
extreme difficulty Lt. McGlohn prevented a crash of his aircraft and also possible injury
to his gunners. He was hospitalized for his injuries, and the wounds sustained earned him
the Purple Heart.

On April 12", nine crews took part in an attack on the Vacqueriette Noball site,
and on the 13", twelve crews participated when the Yvrench Bois Carre and the Petite
Bois Tillecourt Noball sites were attacked. Following these missions there was a period
with no combat activity due to bad weather conditions.

18



A group mobility exercise was held on the 17" of April in practice for Eossible future
moves. The Field Order was received late during the evening of the 16" of April and
there followed a period of great activity preparing for the move the following morning.
All equipment was packed and loaded on trucks. Personnel were equipped and armed,
and everything was ready to move by 0900 on the 17". The advance echelon,
commanded by Capt. Sheridan departed at 1000. The rear echelon, commanded by Lt.
Geffinger , departed at 1100. Both echelons followed a prepared route, and were ready to
act against enemy attacks. The advanced echelon returned to the base at 1430, and the
rear at 1540. Much was learned from this practice move, which would be of help in any
future move that might come about. A few minor delays along the route were
encountered, possibly caused by insufficient briefing before the trip and also possibly by
inexperience.

The lull in flying activity proved to be a needed rest, for in the next six days a
total of seventy-one sorties were flown by this squadron. The Carleroi-St Martin
Marshalling Yards were attacked on April 18", with Major Meng leading the mission and
eight of our crews taking part.

The Bois Des Huit Rues Noball site was again attacked on the 19" of April with
good results. Seven crews from this squadron participated. Major Meng led a mission on
the 20™ to the Gorenflos Noball target with nine of our crews taking part. However,
because of poor weather and cloud cover over the target no bombs were dropped. Eight
670" crew took part in the second mission of the 20" of April, which was an attack on
the Yvrench Bois Carre Noball target.

The Stars and Stripes, the armed forces newspaper in the European Theatre of
Operations, revealed the presence of our type of unit in this theatre on April 20", In a
description of the work of this group, space was given to the bailing out episode of Lt.
Ostrander, S/Sgt Binney and S/Sgt. Wilson of this squadron. This was our first bit of
publicity and it resulted in a rush for the limited copies of the paper.

The publicity given Lt. Ostrander’s crew seemed to do no good in way of luck.
The next day this crew was one of ten crews, which took part from this squadron in an
attack on the Yvrench Bois Carre Noball target. The target was knocked out of
commission by excellent bombing. Considerable flak was experienced and Lt. Ostrander
brought his ship back pretty well shot up. When they landed, Lt. Ostrander, S/SSgt’s
Wilson and Binney said — “no more publicity.”

The next two days were busy ones. Two missions were flown on the 22™, both
Noball targets, in which we had a total of 18 crews participating. On the 23", ten crews
took part in the attack on the Bonnieres Noball site. S/Sgt. Donahue sustained flak
wounds and received the Purple Heart as a result of this mission.
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Two missions on the 25™ of April, one on the 26™ and two on the 27" brought about the
attacks on one Noball target, a coastal battery at St Pierre du Mont, the Louvain
Marshalling yards, the Monceau Sur Sambre Marshalling yards and the Arras
Marshalling yards. Forhty-five sorties were accomplished on these missions, concluding
a busy but gratifying three days for the squadron.

Chemical warfare exercises on a large scale were held on the 27" of April, in
which the squadron participated. The entire organizations took part and were prepared for
the mustard gas attack, which followed. The chemical defense plan of the squadron was
put into effect and the squadron area defended accordingly. Chemical warfare training
had been carried out during the entire month. Weekly lectures by the Chemical Warfare
Section had been given to the squadron personnel in addition to literature and practical
maneuvers. Also a station defense school was set up early in April for all personnel,
which included a week’s course given to every man.

Also in the way of training, ground officers were given a series of three lectures
and map reading tours. Each tour was a trip taken by two squadron officers. These trips
were, we believe, very worthwhile.

Two missions were flown again on the 30™ of April to conclude the squadron’s
combat month. The first of these missions, which was an attack on the Bonnieres Noball
site, had seven of our crews taking part. The second, an attack on the Busigny
marshalling yards, brought excellent results and was perhaps the best bombing mission
the group had to date. Major Meng, with Lt. Powell as Bombardier, led this mission.
Twelve of our crews took part in the attack.

The month had brought a record of which the organization could be justly proud.
One hundred and eighty-two sorties had been flown with no planes lost and all combat
crew personnel still on duty. Results of the missions revealed that our part in the
softening-up process had been successful. This was gratifying in view of the invasion,
which we felt was coming soon.

Even with combat activities such as we had experienced during the month of
April, our ground personnel were able to keep a maximum number of aircraft in
commission at all times. The tireless efforts and many long hours of night work by the
ground crews deserve recognition in this history. The willingness with which they tackle
the many difficult tasks before them and the expert quality of their efforts cannot be too
highly praised.

Forty-one officers and two hundred and sixty-eight enlisted men made up the
squadron strength on the 30™ of April 1944
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May — 1944

With two months of operational experience behind us, the squadron looked into
the month of May feeling equal to whatever was asked of it. On May 1% and 2™ twenty-
six crews took part in two attacks on the Blanc Misseron marshalling yards. On the first
of theses attacks Sgt. Maziasz was wounded by flak and received the Purple Heart award.

Lt. Forma was transferred to the 668" Squadron in an exchange of bombardiers.
Five new gunners joined us on the same day to help relieve the strain of steady combat
missions on our Crews.

After five days of inactivity due to unfavorable weather our combat activities
were resumed. On the 7" of May the Blanc Misseron marshalling yards and the Behen
Noball sites were attacked. However, because of bad weather over the target, no bombs
were dropped. Twenty-one crews took part in these two missions.

The first mission of May 8™ was an attack on the Aerschot marshalling yards, in
which eleven of our crews took part. The second mission of the day was a very successful
attack on the Ailly Lehaut-Clocher Noball site. Nine of our crews took part in the
bombing of this target, which was rated as an excellent job.

On May 8" Lt. McNulty received his Captain’s rating, and 2™ Lt’s Heafey,
Powell and Conte were advanced to 1% Lt’s.

The Aerschot marshalling yards and the Bois D’Enfer Noball site were attacked
on May 9", with a total of twenty crews flying.

May 11" brought another attack on the Aerschot marshalling yards and an attack
on the Monchy Breton airdrome. On these two missions, eighteen 670" crews were used.
Lt. Gruetzemacher suffered minor flak wounds while over the Monchy Breton target, for
which he was awarded the Purple Heart.

The following day, May 12" two more of our personnel were awarded the Purple
Heart for flak wounds. S/Sgt. Moran and S/Sgt. Driskill were hit during an attack on the
Beauvoir Noball target. Bombing of this target was rated excellent. The next day the
Beauvvais-Tille airdrome was hit, with twelve crews taking part. 2" Lt’s Brown,
Hillerman and Monroe received promotions to 1 It.

With the moving of the 669" Squadron to their new site, our squadron at last
enjoyed an area of its own. The very crowded condition of our living area was relieved
with the rearrangement of personnel into the new hutments allotted to us. The Orderly
Room was moved to a larger building and a unit dispensary set up in the picket post. We
were now able to set up a day room for the enlisted personnel of the squadron in one of
the small hutments.
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